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Hendrick Jacobs Falkenburg born c. 1640 died c. 1712
His son:  HENRY FALKENBURG, born c. 1675 death late 1740s - 1750s

His known grandchildren:  Andrew, Jacob, Henry, John, Isaac, and Margaret.  

If you are one of the thousands of 
Fortenberry, Falconberry, and Falkenberry 
kin, please know that this HENRY 
FALKENBURG is also yours.  In 1735, he and 
his family were among the first settlers of the 
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.  In 1745, he 
and his family entered the backcountry of 
the Carolinas and not long afterwards 
scattered across the south.   The Henry 
discussed here was the progenitor of every 
one of us even if you do not know which of 
Henry’s children is your ancestor.  (Note: To 
learn more about this time in Virginia, see 
the blog article “Falkenburgs of the 
Shenandoah Valley.”

Land on the Shenandoah River owned by Henry’s son, Jacob, my 5X great 
grandfather.       Photo: A. Criminger

The following work will contain two parts:  
1:  His immediate relatives and proof of where he was born.
2:  Recent discoveries about his life as a young man.



Part 1:  Henry Falkenburg’s Immediate Family

This sea chest, on display at the Swedish 
American Museum in Philadelphia, is listed as 
originally belonging to Hendrick Jacobs 
Falkenburg’s father-in-law.  According to the 
Sinnickson family, Sennick Broer carried it with 
him on the ship Mercurius from Sweden to the 
colony of New Sweden where he arrived in 1656.1  

He was one of the many Finns who chose to 
immigrate to the colonies to start a new life.  
Broer would be my generation’s 8X great 
grandfather!
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The New Sweden Connection
Henry Falkenburg was the only known son 
of  Hendrick Jacobs Falkenburg and his first 
wife (given name unknown), daughter of 
Sennick Broer the Finn.  He was born into 
the New Sweden community of Swedes and 
Finns who settled along the Delaware River 
during the first half of the 17th century.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Sweden

Map of area 
settled by 

Swedes
and Finns 
1638-1655



Why?  The new owner, the Duke of York, wanted 
to make sure he was getting all the taxes owed 
him.  At the time of the census, Hendrick Jacobs 
Falkenburg was living with Sennick Broer’s family 
at Deer Point on the west side of the Delaware just 
north of the Christina River and southwest of 
where Wilmington, Delaware is today. 2 Sennick
Broer died soon after the census.  On 12 October 
1672, Hendrick Jacobs Falkenburg (named 
erroneously as Henry Jackson) is listed on a New 
Castle County, Delaware deed as an adult heir of 
Sennick Broer by way of his marriage to Broer’s
daughter. 3

Why was she not mentioned in her father’s will?  During this time, once married,  a woman 
legally no longer existed.  Anything left to a married woman in a will was owned by her 
husband; consequently, the husband was often named in documents instead of his wife.
Conjecture:  With an estimated year of birth around 1675, it is most likely that Henry 
Falkenburg would have been born at Deer Point not long after the British  census.  No 
record of his mother’s death has been found.  If she died while Henry was young and his 
father was ranging far and wide as an interpreter for the Lanape, then young Henry likely 
spent a good deal of time with his mother’s family, the Sinnix/Sinnicksons.

By 1664, the British had taken possession of all the land originally claimed by the Swedes 
and Dutch.  A census was completed in 1671 of the inhabitants along the Delaware  River.

Map:  A. Criminger



Almost 100 years after Sennick Broer’s death in Delaware, the two families were still linked 
on legal documents but now in the distant colony of North Carolina.  These documents 
proved to be a genealogical treasure!  Sennick Broer’s great grandson, Broer Sinnix, went to 
Virginia and then North Carolina with the Falkenburg men.  Broer Sinnex (born in 1703) 
appears in the North Carolina records on April 4, 1750 when he received a grant for 134 
acres in Bladen (later Anson) County.5 If interested, an explanation of the name order 
reversal is within endnote 5.  

New Sweden log cabin circa mid1600s.   Wikipedia:  “Lower Swedish Cabin”But what about his father’s family?
Quite a few Falkenberry and Fortenberry men of 
various spellings have had Y DNA tests done.  This 
chromosome is passed from father to father with 
few changes through  many, many generations.  
Surprisingly, DNA evidence indicates we descend 
from Dutchman Lambert Van Valkenburg who 
immigrated to the colony of New Netherland about 
1643.  See ‘Our DNA’ article on this blog, the 
Fortenberry DNA Project,  the Valkenburg DNA 
Project,  and endnote 4 for more information. 4

Although there are no documents yet located within the New Netherland or early New York 
records connecting Hendrick Jacobs Falkenburg to the Van Valkenburgs, there are quite a 
few tangential  records substantiating the connection.  These will be discussed in a separate 
article.  With that said, if his relatives were, as DNA indicates, the Van Valkenburgs living in 
Albany, New York, they would not have been as easily accessible as the Sinnexes.



Relationship between the Carolina 
Falkenburgs and Broer Sinnex

Daughter of 
Sinnick Broer

Broer Sinnexson born 
abt 1650 died 1708

married
Hendrick Jacobs 
Falkenberg born in 
early 1640s

Sinnick Broer born 
about 1630 Finland

Henry Falkenberg
Born about 1675 

James Sinnex born 
abt 1678 died 1709

Virginia/Carolina pioneers 
Andrew, Jacob, Henry, John, 
Isaac, and Margaret

Broer Sinnex born 1703, moved 
south with Falkenberg cousins

1st cousins

2nd cousins

sibling

When Broer Sinnix died in Anson County, North Carolina sometime in 1755 or early 1756 
without a will, the Falkenburg men claimed his land as his next of kin.  On April 29, 1756, 
Henry Falkenborough sold this exact 134 acres to Jacob Falkenborough.6 This same 134 
acres was sold from one Falkenburg to another two more times with the same metes and 
bounds as the original grant to Sinnex.7 Finally in April of 1770 Henry and Jacob 
Falconberry asked for a resurvey of the land to establish the true acreage and dimensions. 8
By this time, the Falkenburgs had been in possession of the land for 14 years.  But their 
rights to Sinnex’s land would soon be contested!



Samuel Spencer, a local Anson County, North Carolina politician, had friends in high 
places and began requesting tracts of land wherever he could convince the governor it was 
not already held through a previous grant.  Because Spencer already owned some adjacent 
property, his eyes fell on the old Broer Sinnex 134 acres claimed by the Falkenburgs.  On 
March 31, 1771, Samuel Spencer sent a petition to the governor explaining why the 
Falkenburgs did not actually own the land.  As seen below he wrote, “For Senix died 
intestate without any Conveyance or Disposal of it in any Manner whatever, and without 
any Heir known of by any Body in the Country except one son, who was since drowned in 
Virginia.” 9 Needless to say, Spencer got the property.  As there was a lot of previous ‘bad 
blood’ between Spencer and the Falkenburgs, see endnote 9 for the whole story.  

This important document proves several facts related to the Falkenburg - Sinnix family 
connection:

1.  It shows a clear link between the New Sweden Falkenburg and Sennix families and 
those in North Carolina 100 years later.

2.  Broer Sinnix and his son were in Virginia with the Falkenburgs.  Sinnix was still in 
Delaware in September of 1744 so must have arrived in Virginia late 1744 or early 1745. 10   

For some interesting information about Broer Sinnix’s move south, see endnote 10.
3.  Since the Falkenburgs owned large tracts of land on the Shenandoah River, Broer

Sinnex’s son most likely drowned in the Shenandoah River. 



As mentioned previously,  Henry was the only child of Hendrick Jacobs Falkenburg and 
Sennick Broer’s daughter.  But his father married a second time to a Quaker woman named 
Mary (surname unknown) about 1698. In 1702, he and Mary had a son named Jacob Henry 
Falkenburg.11 That would give OUR Henry Falkenburg a half brother almost 30 years 
younger.  At the time of Jacob’s birth, his parents were living in the Little Egg Harbor area of 
coastal New Jersey on land traded to Hendrick Jacobs Falkenburg by the local Lenape.12

Tradition says that Mary and Hendrick Jacobs Falkenburg were buried at the Little Egg 
Harbor Friends Meeting House. 13 As Quakers did not believe in marking graves as we do 
today, few can be seen across the grounds.

Stone marker on site:  “In unmarked graves here 
were buried many of the pioneer settlers of Little 
Egg Harbor at the end of the seventeenth century 
and during all of the eighteenth century.  In the 
main they represented a noble type of manhood 
and womanhood devoted to the good of the 
world and to the service of God.”

Photo: J. Criminger Photo: J. Criminger

In this wide view from the back of the burial 
grounds, the current church can be seen in 
the top left corner.   No markers date to the 
early 1700s when Hendrick Jacobs 
Falkenburg died.  



Primary source information has always been 
scarce for Henry Falkenburg.  Until recently, 
the oldest records have been from Virginia 
records such as this 1737 Orange County, 
Virginia road petition listing Henry and his 
three oldest sons.14 About 15 years ago, I came 
across a few tantalizing Cecil County, Maryland
references I hoped were for our Henry but due 
to work and family could not at that time be 
pursued.

1.  1708, April 28 – Cecil County, Maryland – a list of debts owed by the estate of 
Charles Sayler names Mr. Valchenbury. 15

2.  1709, January 23 – Cecil County, Maryland – a payment from the estate of 
Charles Sallyard to Mr. Walkenburg 16

3.  1716, July 10 – Cecil County Maryland – a payment from the estate of John 
McKnitt, Sr. to Henry Valkenburg 17

4.  1716, December 6 – Cecil County, Maryland – lease of land from Ephraim 
Augustine Herman to Clement Barkston.  The location of land was given as “by land 
formerly held by Henry Valchenburgh.” 18

This researcher has not checked the original documents transcribed by the four sources 
mentioned above.  It is likely that some of the spellings may be transcription errors:  i.e. 
Valchenbury - Valckenbury, Walkenburg – Valkenburg, and Valchenburgh – Valckenburgh.  
No one with a similar name can be found in Cecil County records during this time period 
which leads to the conclusion that they all likely referred to the same person.  

Names from Orange County Road Petition July 24, 1738



Cecil County, Maryland
Cartographer and merchant Augustine Herman, immigrant from Bohemia (Czech Republic), 
drew maps of the Chesapeake Bay and Delaware River area for Lord Baltimore, who was 
trying to determine the boundaries of his colony.  By proclamation of Lord Baltimore, Cecil 
County was established in 1674 from the northern part of Baltimore County. 19 For his many 
years of work on the maps, Herman was given 4000 acres he named Bohemia Manor.  He 
eventually had extensive grants in Maryland totaling over 25,000 acres. 20

One might wonder why Henry Falkenburg would be in this area.   By comparing old and 
new maps, Deer Point, where Henry most likely was born, is encompassed today within the 
area of the Russell Peterson Wildlife Refuge southwest of Wilmington, Delaware.  Therefore 
Elkton, the county seat of Cecil County, Maryland is only about 16 miles from Deer Point.   

www.familysearch.org

Though technically not 
part of the original area 
called New Sweden or New 
Netherland, many Swedes, 
Finns, and Dutch along the 
Delaware River could be 
found living in Cecil 
County, Maryland. 21 



The Historical Society of Cecil County research 
room.  Author holding a new genealogical treasure.

After retiring, it became obvious that it was time to visit Cecil County, Maryland to pursue 
Henry!  As any genealogist will tell you, it is important not to rely completely on the 
internet or state archives.  County courthouses and historical societies often contain 
valuable documents that can only be found locally.  

The logical place to visit was the Historical Society of Cecil County.  They are located at 135 
East Main Street in Elkton, Maryland.   Like most local historical societies, they are 
passionate about protecting and sharing their local history.  

There I met Jo Ann Gardner, one of 
the wonderful volunteer curators.  
After a few minutes of explaining that 
I was looking for someone in the area 
between 1700 and 1716, she 
immediately suggested I check out one 
of their “relatively new,” rare, old 
books.  

Photo: J. Criminger

Part 2:   New discovery about
Henry Falkenburg’s early adult life



This small book has an interesting provenance!  According to the Historical 
Society of Cecil County, the book had been missing since the British soldiers 
came through the area during the Revolutionary War.  About 10 years ago, it 
was found in an antique store in New York and returned to the county for 
safekeeping.  What an amazing circuitous trip.  

Photo: J. Criminger



This photo is of a bookplate 
located in the front cover of 
the book indicating that at 
one time the book was 
owned by James Marener, 
Stationer.  With a little 
research, it was determined 
that Marener lived outside 
London.

A record of an identical bookplate indicating ownership by Marener was noted 
in a book published in 1707 and cataloged in the Hunterian Museum in 
Glasgow, Scotland. 22

Additional records for James Marener were found in the records of St. Dionis
Backchurch located southeast of London.  On July 1, 1692, a child named James 
Marener, son of James and Deborah Marener, Stationer was christened. On 
January 11, 1700, his daughter Debora was buried; and once again James is listed as 
a Stationer. 23  

Obviously, this meant the Court Book actually did not travel just from Maryland to 
New York and back but actually went across the Atlantic Ocean and back!

Photo: J. Criminger



The volume above is the only one that has survived.  It covers some of the Cecil County 
court records from 1701 to 1738 but does not cover the entire county.  

As one looks at the following documents, it becomes obvious that spelling was not of 
much consequence.  Even the officials rarely used consistent spelling, particularly with 
surnames.  I have transcribed the following court papers exactly as written.   To help with 
reading,  petition is spelled ‘peticon’ and often has a strange symbol above it, most likely 
an attempt to correct the spelling.  A ‘peticon’ meant an individual was present in the 
courtroom for a specific reason.  Also, the clerk wrote the letter e almost perpendicular to 
the other letters sometimes confusing the reader.

Henry made two appearances in court:  November 17, 1705 and November 12, 1706.  This is 
70 years before the Revolutionary War!  Now look at how interesting these two records 
are.

This even more circuitous trip 
makes it extraordinary that the 
book is with us today.  As can be 
seen from this photo, it 
definitely looks 300 years old.  It 
has not been completely 
transcribed and currently the 
information is not accessible any 
other way than by visiting the 
Cecil County Historical Society!

Photo: J. Criminger



November 17, 1705    Cecil County, Maryland
“Read Henry Valekenborgh Peticon Vizt To ye Worshipfll Justices of Cecill
County ~ The peticon of Henry Valekenborgh Sheweth ~
That ye petr hath kept ye fferry over Bohemia River this yeare
last past therefore desires allowance for ye same
The wch Peticon being read by ye court heard – Maturely Considered it
it was thereupon Ordered that ye sd Henry ffalekenborgh be allowed ~
Two thousand five hundred pounds of tob [tobacco] in ye leavy according to Sd
Peticon. Jno Dowdall Clk

Photo: J. Criminger:  Unpaged court book – Cecil County Historical Society



2nd part of November 17, 1705 petition Transcription on following page.

Try reading this part before going to the next page!

Photo: J. Criminger:  Unpaged court book – Cecil County Historical Society



NOTE:  As you will have noticed, part of the left edge of the paper has crumbled away.

---d Henry Valkenborgh Peticon Viz to Ye Worshipll Comt Of Cecill Coty

The Humble Peticon of Henry ffalkenbury- -
-ead yor Humbl peticoner having kept the fferry of Bohemia River ye
---- yeare and am still willing to keepe ye same in Better Ordr then before
----worships please to grant me ye same And your peticonr as in 
----y bound shall ever pray

Henry ffalkenbour
----hich Peticon being read by ye Court heard, Maturely Considered It
---Thereupon Ordered that ye sd Henry ffalkenbury doe keep said
ferry over Bohemia River in better order according to sd peticon

Jno Dowdall Clk

It is interesting to note that Henry’s surname is spelled four different ways on the same 
court record.  During this time in Colonial records, one will often find two lower case fs
instead of a capital F.  Also, in Dutch and German, a V is pronounced like an F making 
Valkenburg spoken as Falkenburg.  

Photo: J. Criminger:  Unpaged court book – Cecil County Historical Society



November 12, 1706 Court document

Read Henry Valkenberg PeticonVizt

To ye Worships Commt of Cecill County now in Cort judicially
sitting       The humble peticon of Henry  Valkenberg
sheweth that yor petitr was ferryman of Bohemia fferry these two
yeares past and supplicates ye Worshipps that he may be Continued as 
formerly and yor petir shall pray
the which peticon being read, by ye Cort heard, Maturely considered
It was thereupon Ordered ye sd Henry Valkenberg doe keep ye
Said fferry According to sd peticon Jno Dowdall Clk

Photo: J. Criminger
Photo: J. Criminger:  Unpaged court book – Cecil County Historical Society



These two amazing documents tell us several things about our ancestor.

1.  Foremost is the fact that Henry operated the ferry that crossed the Bohemia River in 
Cecil County.

2.  The spelling of the surname covers  several variations including a –bury ending!
3.   From the 1706 document, we know that he had just finished his second year as 

ferryman meaning he began operating the ferry in 1704.
4.  He was paid 2500 pounds of tobacco a year.
5.  The first document seems to indicate he may not have worked as diligently as he 

should have and was worried about being replaced.

http://www.living-in-the-past.com/ferry.html

If Henry was born about 1675 it 
would have made his age at the 
court appearances around 30 
years old.  At this point, any 
children he may have had 
would NOT be old enough to 
help with his work.  One 
wonders if his Sennix cousins 
were there helping out!

It is astonishing to find records that tell us that our ancestor was a ferryman.  



The question begged to be asked:
Can the location of the ferry be found today?

Bohemia Manor granted to 
Augustine Herman - all the land 
between Elk River/Back Creek and 
the Bohemia River.

Bohemia River

Once again, Jo Ann Gardner at the 
Historical Society of Cecil County was 
able to provide some help.  Within 
their collection of  maps were two that 
indicated the ferry’s location.  One was 
drawn in 1768  and the other from the 
early 1800s.

Cecil
County



Small part of a 1768 map of Cecil County 
Photo: J. Criminger
Map located at the

Cecil County Historical Society

It is interesting to note the house next to the north side of the river where the ferryman 
lived.  In all probability, it marks the same location where Henry Falkenburg lived 60 
years before.

Part of Augustine 
Herman’s Bohemia 
Manor property



Jo Ann Gardner said the 
current highway crosses the 
Bohemia River in the same 
location where the ferry ran.  
This would make sense 
because both the ferry and a 
road would cross at the best 
point for travel.  As can be 
seen on this map, the ferry 
would deliver passengers to 
either side of a creek labeled 
‘S Creek.’ According to 
current maps, it is Scotchman 
Creek.   Today the road 
crossing the river is 
appropriately called 
Augustine Herman Highway 
after the man who helped 
establish the county and the 
owner of the area called 
Bohemia Manor!

Enlargement of section of previous map

Photo: J. Criminger
Map located at the

Cecil County Historical Society



Bohemia River portion of an early 1800s Cecil County map showing the Bohemia 
Ferry.  Map in possession of the Historical Society of Cecil County.

Now it was time to visit the actual location!
With the help of Google Maps, it took only minutes to get there!

This map done in the early 1800s shows a ferry crossing at the same location as the 1768 
map.  There are still two routes across the river, one going to each side of Scotchman 
Creek.  Even the location of the ferryman’s house is the same.



Bohemia
Manor

1

2

3

Photo: J. Criminger

Following Google Maps, we located the bridge over the Bohemia River and even found a 
path where people wishing to fish had access to the riverbank.  The location of the main 
landing within the property belonging to Augustine Herman called Bohemia Manor is 
shown at 1;  2 is marking the landing to the south of Scotchman Creek; 3 would be the 
landing to the north of Scotchman Creek at the end of Ferry Point Lane.  
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From 1 to 2

Photo: J. Criminger

The photo to the left was taken standing 
on the bank of the Bohemia River 
looking at the bridge that follows the 
old ferry crossing. Below is an image 
standing at the same location but 
looking right along the shoreline.  
Walking down to the river, the ferry 
crossing could easily be imagined.  Of 
course, the thought crossed my mind 
“Was I standing exactly where Henry 
stood 310 years ago?”

Photo: J. Criminger

To have known nothing about this 
ancestor, it was amazing to be 
exploring the land where he lived and 
worked.  I wish that all my family, near 
and far, had been there too.  Maybe 
some of you will one day make your 
own trip!



would imply he had moved.  A previous record from 
July 10, 1716 concerned a payment from the estate of 
John McKnitt to Henry Valkenburg.  These two 
documents would indicate he moved from the area
between July and December, 1716. (See page 9)

Photo: J. Criminger

This photo is from the same bank looking toward the 
bridge over Scotchman Creek.  The Augustine Herman 
Highway bridge over the Bohemia River is just out of the 
picture to the left of the boats on the left.

Location of today’s 
Augustine Herman Hwy Bridge

From 1 to 3

We now know that Henry was the ferryman from 1704 until 
about 1716.  We know this because on December 6, 1716,
some land near the ferry was leased by Augustine
Herman’s family and mentioned  it as adjoining land
“formally held by Henry Valkenburg.” This wording 



From 3 to 1

Photo: J. Criminger

Photo: J. Criminger

This photo was taken at 
the end of Ferry Landing 
Lane looking back at the 
location of the main 
ferry landing and the 
area called Bohemia 
Manor.  This would be 
from point 3 to 1.

Because they were tools and not considered worth 
recording in historical documents, there is very little 
known about ferry construction in the early 1700s.  
Historians indicate that there were great variations in 
design of the ferries, most likely based on terrain, typical 
cargo carried, and strength of river flow.  Some were 
propelled by poles, others by paddles, and some by ropes 
and cables strung across the river. 24 It is impossible to 
know exactly what style of ferry Henry Falkenburg ran, 
but it most likely was propelled by poles. 

3
1



http://www.living-in-the-past.com/ferry.html

As can been seen in this drawing, Henry would not have been working alone.  Both ends of 
the boat would have had wooden extensions to aid loading and unloading.  

Now knowing that Henry Falkenburg was a ferryman could give some insight into some of 
the Cecil County estate records mentioned earlier.  During colonial times, goods and 
services were often given on credit.  The three men appearing in the records as owing Henry 
money most likely owed him for ferry services.  Their debt to Falkenburg would have 
appeared as money owed from their estates.   

Poles were the usual method of crossing when the water was relatively shallow.  Based on 
ferry poles used in more recent times, the colonial poles are thought to have been up to 18 
feet or more.  25

The above model was completed by 
John Earl after extensive research on 
colonial ferries.  26 It may be similar to 
the Bohemia River ferryboat.

http://modelboatyard.com/ferry2.html



A look at online topographic maps 
of river depths today could help 
give an idea of the type of 
propulsion used at the Bohemia 
Ferry.  By looking at the depth 
markers and distances across the 
river, it is easy to see why the ferry 
used the landings shown on the old 
maps.   As previously mentioned, 
research seems to indicate that the 
poles used on colonial ferries could 
be 18 feet or more.  Looking at the 
depths on this map, they are within 
reasonable depths for pole 
propulsion. If the weather was 
stormy or the water was high, the 
crossing to the northern shore of 
Scotchman Creek would have been 
the more challenging. 

www.topozone.com

Today’s riverbed topography

Interesting side story:  While visiting the area, people fishing at the landing site told us they 
were fishing for channel catfish.   Henry Falkenburg would have fished for and eaten many 
of them while living that close to the river.  My father and his brothers thought they were 
fine eating and grew up angling for them in Mississippi as children and later in Georgia.



Cecil County historian George Johnston states that “It was ... the duty of the justices’
court to appoint a proper person for ferryman at each of the public ferries in the county 
and to fix the rates to be charged for the passengers and stock and vehicles of all kinds.  In 
addition to these regular rates, the county gave the keepers of the ferrys a subsidy of 
tobacco, probably because the amount of business was not sufficiently large to properly 
remunerate the proprietors.” 27 Henry was paid in pounds of tobacco as that was the only 
currency the colony of Maryland had available.  In all likelihood, when not making runs 
with the ferry, Henry would have been planting and tending his own crop of tobacco.

How did Henry Falkenburg become a ferryman?

https://sites.google.com/a/kenilworth38.org/virginia-colony-website-sears/home/economy

If the court was ordered to 
appoint a ‘proper person,’
then Henry must have been 
a known entity to the court 
justices and local people.  It 
is very likely that Augustine 
Herman, owner of the land 
where the ferry was 
located, wanted Henry to 
have the job.  The position 
was considered a middle 
class job and a step above 
farming.



Summary of what is known of Henry Falkenburg’s life
Circa 1675 - Born to Hendrick Jacobs Falkenburg and 
wife at the Swedish/Finnish settlement at Deer Point 
(red star) along the north shore of the Christina River, 
near current Wilmington, Delaware.   According to 
Peter Craig, the couple was living with Broer
Sinnicksson, son of Sinnick Broer. 28

1704 to second half of 1716 - He lived in Cecil County, 
Maryland beside the Bohemia River (ferry landing at 
blue star) within Bohemia Manor.  Notice the  red 
circle indicating the short distance between Christina 
Creek and the Elk River. This would have been 
significant as travelers at the time traveled on or 
beside streams.

The years spent in Maryland meant that some of his children would have been born during 
the time their father was the Bohemia River ferryman. Since three of his sons (Andrew, 
Jacob, and Henry), were of adult age to own property in 1735 in the Shenandoah Valley, 
they had to have been born before 1714. 29 These birth years would coincide with their 
father’s time as ferryman in Cecil County, Maryland.

It is also interesting to note that Henry had Sinnex relatives living not far across the 
Delaware in Salem, New Jersey. 30 Near the green star is a road called Sinnickson Landing 
Road!  Though no record has yet been found to substantiate the supposition, maybe Henry 
was not the only ferryman in the family.

Map:  A. Criminger



1717 to 1735 – Some of those years were spent in 
Albany, New York.  Based on a 1787 deposition 
from Henry’s son Andrew Falkenburg for a 
court case in Virginia, Andrew “saith on his 
Oath that he lived some time in Albany in New 
York Goverment. . .” before moving to Virginia 
in 1735. 31 They must have been there because of 
their Van Valkenburg kin.   There are no 
existing records from Albany during this time 
period to shed some light on why or how long 
they were there.  

1735 to 1745/46 – In the Shenandoah Valley, 
Virginia on the  North Fork of the Shenandoah 
River on land called the Narrow Passage Tract.

1746 - ? Henry’s year of death is unknown; but it 
has been assumed that he traveled to Anson 
County, North Carolina with his family.  

Summary of what is known of Henry Falkenburg’s life

Little Egg Harbor area 
where  Hendrick Jacobs 
Falkenburg spent the final 
years of his life.

This new discovery has been exciting because 
it has given us insight into Henry’s life as a 
young man and makes him more than just a 
name in a family history.  Not many people 
have a colonial ferryman in their family tree!

Delaware and Maryland area 
where Henry was born
and was a ferryman.



Being a retired Earth Science teacher and a 
lifelong collector of rocks and minerals, I have 
always returned from trips with a suitcase 
weighted down with stuff collected along the 
way.  I decided to ‘do something’ with my 
‘genealogy rocks.’ What you see here, top to 
bottom –

New Jersey - White quartz pebbles from 
Osborn Island (originally named Henry Jacobs’
Island), Little Egg Harbor.  First non Native 
American owner – Hendrick Jacobs Falkenburg

Maryland - Brown quartz pebbles from 
the Bohemia Manor side of the Bohemia River 
where the ferry landing would have been – Henry 
Falkenburg

Virginia - Dark gray quartzite pebbles 
from Jacob Falkenburg’s property on the 
Shenandoah River  - also first non Native 
American owner.  Jacob, son of Henry and 
grandson of Hendrick Jacobs Falkenburg, was my 
5X great grandfather.

You live as long as you are remembered. - Russian Proverb
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