Adrian graduated from high school April 21, 1937. Today, having a school year ending in
April would seem somewhat strange, but such was not the case in rural farming areas of
the time. Adrian lived in Pike County, Mississippi and worked on his family’s farm. In
rural areas, children were needed to help out on the farm, particularly during planting and
harvesting seasons. Adrian’s main chore before going to school was to help milk the
cows and after school, when the cotton was ready, he picked cotton. He said he really
hated picking cotton!

It is interesting to note
that there were only 28
students in his
graduating class and a
lot of them were related
to the Fortenberrys. The
“cousins” in his class
would be anyone with the
following last names:
Alford, Ellzey, Simmons
(his mother was a
Simmons), Smith,
Schilling, Wilson, and the
Brock ladies (15 of the
28). It should be noted
that EVERY one of these
surnames can be found
in the Fortenberry book!

Progress High School Class of 1937

Where’s Waldo (i.e. Adrian Fortenberry)? The negative for this picture was located in
one of Adrian’s photo albums. No names are given but at the bottom it says “ Progress
Hi 1937.” Adrian is actually easy to spot on the back row in front of the open window!

The following pictures, along with the previous class picture, were from negatives found in
one of Adrian’s old albums. While in Mississippi to copy old pictures for use in the
Fortenberry book, he often made copies of images he did not plan to use, and
consequently, never made into hard copies. Recently, while going through this album, we
were surprised to find these images – never before seen by his family. Thankfully, with his
meticulous nature, all his negatives are in special holders with a typed notebook page
giving a slide number and description.

Left to right: All distant cousins! Kathleen Fortenberry, Wesley Ellzey, Adrian, Birdie
Fortenberry. Kathleen was from Alfred Fortenberry’s family, Adrian was from Burrel
Fortenberry’s line, and Birdie and Wesley were from Euseba Fortenberry’s line. Adrian
noted that the original pictures were taken at Birdie (Fortenberry) Ott’s house.

If, as suspected, all these pictures were taken
at Adrian’s graduation, the date would have
been April 21, 1937.

Adrian and cousin Birdie Fortenberry

Cousin Dalton Wilson and Adrian.
Dalton was in Adrian’s graduating
class. He was a descendant of
Hollis Horton Fortenberry.

After graduating from Progress High School, he was accepted to attend college but
his family did not have the money for tuition. America was still experiencing a serious
depression and times were very hard. Adrian found work for a while cutting dogwood trees
that were then used to make spindles. According to the story Adrian told to Raymond, the
man he was working for was not an honest person. After a month without getting paid, he
left to find other work. For a while he was employed by the WPA rebuilding Civil War
trenches at the Vicksburg battlefield. The WPA (Work Projects Administration) was a
government program set up to keep Americans employed in an attempt to pull the country
out of the devastating depression. According to the information about the Vicksburg
National Military Park, there are 20 miles of trenches and earthworks still visible today.
Adrian must have been part of the men who helped preserve the location of these trenches.
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By this time, he was probably feeling pretty desperate to find some direction for his
life. Since his father, Ferman Esco Fortenberry had been in the Navy, the military was
probably looking like a good opportunity to see what the bigger world had to offer.

There are two stories about his enlistment.
Reggie and I (Andie) remember the following:
Daddy was out in the field plowing and while
walking behind a mule decided he did not
want that to be his “view of the world” the rest
of his life. He hitchhiked into Magnolia,
Mississippi (the county seat of Pike County),
went to the Navy recruiting office, and joined.
Once while traveling through Magnolia,
Mississippi, Daddy pointed out to Reggie the
building where he went to join.
On the other hand, Raymond remembers
Daddy telling him that he hitchhiked from
Vicksburg to New Orleans to join. At the time
he had 50¢ in his pocket! After receiving
Daddy’s Navy records, it appears both stories
may have a grain of truth as often happens
with stories over time!
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Adrian’s Navy records have given us more
of a paper trail for his enlistment. As can be
seen here, exactly 5 months after
graduating from Progress High School,
Adrian filled out his initial application.
Because he originally wrote New Orleans on
the first line and then scratched it out, I
think he was in New Orleans when this
document was filled out. It is very
interesting to note at the top of the page
that his reason for enlistment was “travel!”
At the time, there were up to 11 documents
required to join the Navy. Unlike today,
extra forms were required if the applicant
was under 21. When this form was
completed, Adrian was 18 years old.
Adrian needed to collect the documents
needed to join and that was going to require
being in Mississippi, not New Orleans.
Among the required documents was a birth
certificate, four references from people who
knew him, and a statement from his father
allowing him to join.

Two days after filling out
the initial enlistment
papers, Ferman signed
this form saying he would
not at any time request
the Navy discharge
Adrian. Notice that the
witness was a Mrs. P. D.
Schilling of McComb,
Mississippi. Her husband,
P. D. Schilling was the
Justice of the Peace for
Pike County. Because the
witness would not have
traveled to New Orleans to
sign, Ferman must have
been in Pike County.

Note: Though I cannot prove that P. D. Schilling was directly related to Adrian, there are over 100
Schillings listed in the Fortenberry book.

Adrian was born at home
and a birth certificate was
not immediately filed with
the state, so he had to
request a “delayed” birth
certificate. His Navy
records contain this
document and it is dated
October 1, 1937. It was
notarized on October 5,
1937 by P.D. Schilling. It is
interesting that he filled out
the top half of the
document himself and
signed at the bottom. How
do I know this? From
reading his writing all my
life! If you look at the first
document a few slides
back, his handwriting looks
like his hand was not as
steady as usual. Maybe a
little nervous about joining!

Adrian’s References
One of his character references was from
the Postmaster of Progress, Mississippi.
Her name was Mayme S. Alford and she
says the length of time she had known
Adrian was 18 years. This got me
wondering since Adrian was 18 years
old. Who could this lady be?
With a little research, I learned that
Mayme’s maiden name was Simmons
and she was Adrian’s mother’s first
cousin. She had known him from birth.
Her husband was G. H. Alford, who
provided the reference above Mayme’s.
As it turns out, George Howard Alford’s
mother was named Olevia Luminda
Fortenberry. G. H. Alford was Adrian’s
father’s second cousin! When families
stay in the same area for many
generations, everyone is somehow
interconnected. It is fun but sometimes
challenging to figure these connections
out!

At last, on October 30, 1937 the
final consent by Adrian’s dad was
notarized (again P.D. Schilling).
The process of collecting all his
documents was finally coming to
an end.
It seems likely that Adrian spent
some time visiting friends and
family before heading to New
Orleans to begin his new life.

This document, signed on December 18,
1937, marked Adrian’s official entry into
the Navy. It was used throughout his
enlistment since information changed
over time. His status changes from
single to married and lists Wanda Maria
Fortinberry as his wife.
Also noted is the change of location for
Adrian’s parents. Originally living in
Osyka, Mississippi, that address
changed in 1939 after they moved to
Indian Creek Drive, Clarkston, Georgia.
Wanda’s location is also noted as 146
North 4th Street, Brooklyn, New York.
Since his official enlistment date was
December 18, 1937, his four years of
service would be up on December 18,
1941. For obvious reasons, he remained
in the Navy another 4 years.

This picture was taken soon after he
joined the Navy. The band around
his hat reads U.S. Naval Training
Station so the photograph was most
likely taken in early 1938. He would
have just turned 19 on December 7,
1937. Though he has no mustache
yet, there is no mistaking that cleft
in the chin!
Below is a picture taken in 1909 of
Ferman, Adrian’s father, with his US
Naval Training Station hat.

Ferman Esco Fortenberry

On December 18, 1937, Adrian was transferred from the Navy Recruiting Station in New
Orleans, Louisiana to the Naval Training Station at Norfolk, Virginia. He arrived in
Norfolk on December 20, 1937 with a rank of AS – Able-bodied Seaman. Time to learn to
be a sailor!
Timeline of following events:
17 March 1938 Completed recruit
training in Norfolk, Virginia
18 April 1938 rank change from AS to
Sea2c (Seaman second class)
17 May 1938 transferred to his first ship
assignment aboard the USS Arkansas
After being assigned to the Arkansas,
Adrian had to get to the ship. According
to the document shown here, the USS
Chaumont, a troop transporter,
delivered him to the Arkansas’s location
on 8 June 1938. He would spend the
next 18 months on this ship.
1 December 1938 rank from Sea2c to
Sea1c (Seaman first class)

The USS Arkansas was built in 1910 and launched January 14, 1911. Between
WWI and WWII, the Arkansas was used for training cruises for midshipmen.
The ship was a dreadnought battleship and the second member of the
Wyoming Class of battleships. Its hull number was BB-33.

Candid pictures from the USS Arkansas

In a small, old album Adrian kept
during his Navy years, there are
several very small photographs
taken on the USS Arkansas. The
pictures measure about 2.5 inches
by 3 inches and are in very, very
bad condition. After working on
them, they are presented here
much larger and hopefully clear
enough to spot Adrian. One sure
way to often identify Adrian is to
find the sailor with a hat cocked
more than usual!

Adrian is on the left.

On back - written by Adrian – “This is my shop. But how funny
the old fellow looks.” Taken on USS Arkansas 1938

I love the mops and brooms in this picture!

Sorry these pictures look so bad, but you
should see the originals!
Above picture – look for the hat angled to the
right!
Adrian labeled where he was in the picture on
the left and I did not want to take that out.

Look at the hats to locate Adrian!

Starting to sport that mustache he would NEVER be
without for the rest of his life!

Adrian collected these two pillow
covers while on the USS Arkansas.
The one on the right is from an
extended cruise called a
“Midshipmen’s Cruise.” From June 2,
1939 until August 30, 1939, the new
men on the USS Arkansas were being
trained for life at sea.

As shown on the pillow, the Midshipmen’s
cruise docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia;
Quebec, Canada; Gloucester,
Massachusetts; Hampton Roads, Virginia;
New York World’s Fair, and Annapolis,
Maryland.

On the back of this picture, Adrian wrote “Iceberg off shore, Halifax, N.S. taken from
USS Arkansas June 1939.” Evidently, icebergs are fairly rare around Nova Scotia,
especially in June. During the summer months, most were found around Newfoundland.
Adrian told Raymond that the only time he was ever seasick while in the Navy was when
he was in the crow’s nest watching for icebergs.
The ship in the picture must have been another training ship cruising the eastern
seaboard with the Arkansas. The small, dark objects are boats from the ships. The one
object on the right that looks like a horse head is also a small boat with sunlight shining
on the left side.

Adrian did not stay onboard the
Arkansas for the entire
Midshipmen’s cruise that was to
end on August 30. As can been
seen from this document, Adrian
reported to New York on August
23, 1939. He was being transferred
to a brand new light cruiser, the
USS Helena. On September 18,
1939 he was officially assigned to
the Helena. He would remain at
the Brooklyn Navy Yard for a while
as the ship was getting its final
checks and being manned.

This time period is obviously when
Adrian met and fell in love with
Wanda Maria Werbicki! Her home
was about 1.5 miles away from the
Navy Yard.

