
 
 

Cybulski family - part 3 of Wanda’s narrative 
(updated April, 2015) 

 
Note:   Reminder:  This narrative is a continuation of information directly quoted from 
Mom (Wanda Wierzbicki Fortenberry) written in the early 1980s.  Bold indicates extra 
information added by Andie to clarify or expand on what Wanda wrote.  Below is a 
reminder of the relationships from Wanda Werbicki Fortenberry back to her great 
grandparents.  Antonina was married to Jan Jaroszewski. 

 
Wanda Werbicka Fortenberry 

 
Daughter of 

 
Pauline Bregetta Jaroszewska Werbicka 

 
Daughter of 

 
Antonina Cybulska Jaroszewska 

 
Daughter of 

 
Franciszka Jablonska and Jacob Cybulski 

 
 
   
 

                                                                                                        Symbol of Poland adopted in 1295 
 
Momma (Pauline/Pelagia Werbicki also known as Bachie) enjoyed telling us about 

the times that she made trips to Warsaw with her grandfather (Jacob Cybulski). On one of the 
trips, she had her ears pierced, which upset her grandmother very much since “Only gypsies 
wore earrings.” (Pauline was afraid of “ gypsies and gypsy curses.”) 
 
Jacob and Franciszka Cybulski’s family 
 
 From what Momma told me, Jacob and Franciszka had the following children: 

Oldest son was either Jacob or Anthony; Momma (Pauline) couldn’t remember 
his name. 

Stanley Cybulski   
Michael Cybulski 
Antonina Cybulska  I don’t know in what order 
Maryanna Cybulska  they were born. 

 
 
 
 
 



The photo above is of Franciszka Cybulska holding her 
granddaughter, Pauline.  Standing on the left is Antonina 
and on the right is her sister, Maryanna.  In the 
background can be seen the waterwheel from the mill 
owned by Pauline’s grandfather, Jacob Cybulski.  The 
best estimate for the year is around 1900. 
 

Antonina’s siblings 
  
 Stanley (born December 26, 1883) was in the Russian Cavalry; he hit an officer for 
some reason and deserted the army.  He was smuggled by his family out of Poland (into the 
German part) and eventually came to America.  Michael was already in the U.S. 

I (Wanda) don’t know anything about Maryanna since she remained in Poland, and 
Mamma didn’t know much about her except that some of her children came to the U.S. 

 
The family of John and Antonina Cybulska Jaroszewski 
 
Antonina and her husband, John 
Jaroszewski, came to the U.S. for the 
first time soon after they were married.  
(Research has located their marriage 
which occurred on November 19, 
1893 at Chudzynek, Poland) They 
remained a year and returned to Poland.  
Their first child, a son, was born soon 
after they returned; he died as a very 
young child.  John was a very unsettled 
man, and after Momma was born 
(Pauline - born March 10, 1898) he 
returned to the U.S.  He had a brother in 
Pennsylvania that worked in the coal 
mines.  John became a coal miner too.  
He was going to save his money; and 
when he had enough to buy a house, he 
would send for Antonina and the girls 
(Pauline, Eva and Johanna).  Then his 
letters stopped.  After about a year, 
Antonina came to America leaving her 
daughters with her parents, Jacob and 
Maryanna (Franciszka) Cybulski.  
Momma was three years old; she was 
born in 1898 so Antonina came in 1901.  
(Research shows Antonina entering 
Ellis Island on July 27, 1907 not 1901.  Pauline was 9.  See below.)  Her brother, Stanley, 
was her sponsor.  She went to Pennsylvania and was told by the mine official that her husband 
was killed in an explosion; he gave her the address of the rooming house where John lived, 
and Antonina went there.  The owner of the rooming house told her that John left about six 
months ago with one of the women roomers.  I’m inclined to believe the explosion story.  The 
owner of the rooming house packed his possessions in a box, and there wasn’t a cent in the 
box.  The owner of the rooming house probably stole what money there was and made up a 
story to cover herself.  Be that as it may, Momma told me the story of him running off with 
another woman, and she told Reggie (Wanda’s sister) the rooming house story.  Momma told 
me her father was no good because he ran off with another woman; her mother was no good 



because she (Antonina) left her when she was 3 years old (9 years old) and she had to grow 
up without her mother. 

Research has not located Jan Jaroszewski coming into the USA, listed on any 
immigration records, enumerated on any census, nor identified in the 200,000 miners 
killed during this time period in Pennsylvania mining accidents.   

 
From Momma’s description, her grandfather (Jacob Cybulski) was a tall man with 

carrot red hair and bright green eyes.  His son, Stanley was of average height, about 5’9” with 
black hair and dark brown eyes.  Antonina had dark red black hair and green eyes.  We had 
gone to Tony’s (Stanley’s son) wedding when I became aware of what an awful color Stella’s 
(Tony’s sister) hair was.  I told Momma that the beauty parlor made a mess when they dyed 
her hair.  Momma told me that Stella’s hair was exactly the color of her grandfather’s as she 
remembered him.  Antonina was about 4’10” tall and didn’t weigh 100 pounds. 

1920 New York Census 

Above is Stanley (Stanislaw) Cybulski’s 1920 Census record.  He and his wife, 
Mary, had five children by 1920:  Anthony, John, Stella, Francis, and Charles.  Anthony 
and Stella are mentioned in the story above.  Stanley gave his year of immigration as 
1910.  The “Al” next to the year refers to citizen status; he was an “Alien” because he 
had not yet gone through the naturalization process to become an American citizen. 

 
Jacob’s health wasn’t good after his return from Siberia (See Cybulski part 2), and 

Maryanna (Franciszka) finally wrote to Antonina telling her that she would have to return to 
Poland or send for the girls.  Antonina was working in an orphanage at the time.  On her 1 ½ 
days off, she would spend the time with her brother Stanley who lived in Naspeth (Brooklyn, 
N.Y.) (Google maps show the area as Maspeth).  The first of the girls to come to America 
was Eva (Pauline’s sister).  Pauline came in 1912 or 1913 when she was about 14 years old.  
(Ellis Island records show her arrival as September 29, 1913.) She and two other girls from 
the village (one was 17) were taken to Warsaw and put on a train for Germany.  Momma said 
the ship was the Bremerhaven and the seaport was Loderdam.  She got that mixed up since 
the seaport in Germany is Bremerhaven.  (Ellis Island has her as leaving the port of 
Rotterdam, Netherlands on the ship Noordam.) 

Tony mentioned above 



 
Additional information discovered from research relating to this 

part of Wanda’s story 
 

After a couple of years of reading Ellis Island records, I finally found Wanda’s 
grandmother!  For some reason, Antonina Cybulska Jaroszewska emigrated under her 
maiden name. 
 
 
 

 
Antonina said she was 24 but she was acutally 34.  Her last permanent residence was 
Druchowo, Poland.  Her sponsor was her brother Jan Cybulski listed as living in an area 
of Brooklyn called Blissville.  She had $9.00. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blissville is an area of Long Island 
that has sometimes been referred 
to as “Little Poland” due to the 
number of Polish immigrants who 
settled there.     
 



This 1910 census record for Brooklyn, New York shows Antonina Cybulska living at the 
Industrial Association Home (orphanage) located at 151 South 3rd Street.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This school was set up by women from local Protestant churches to take care of 

orphans in the Brooklyn area.  One finds it extremely interesting (and somewhat 
upsetting) that of the over 400 “pupils” living at this home within the Polish/Italian area 
of Brooklyn, none of these children was Polish or Italian.  Most were either born in New 
York, England, or Germany.  Though the home was described as an orphanage for 
Brooklyn children, were they blatantly prejudiced against Roman Catholics?   It 
certainly seems so.  It is probably significant that the only individuals listed as 
Russ/Polish were the five servants listed above.   

What can we learn from this record?  It is obvious from this census and the 
information passed down to Wanda that this person listed here is indeed her 
grandmother, Antonina.  As with the Ellis Island records, she is still using her maiden 
name.  She claims to be 35 years old, married for 16 years, with 3 children, and all of 
this fits with what we know about Antonina.  This would give us an approximate year of 
marriage as 1894.  She had three daughters, Eva (born 1896), Pauline (born 1898), and 
Johanna (birth unknown).  Antonina gave her year of immigration as 1907 not 1901 as 
Wanda’s narrative suggests which was correct.  Why is she listed as Russian?  
Remember, in 1910, Poland did not exist but had been “partitioned” by Germany 
(Prussia), Austria, and Russia.  Antonina’s family lived in the area taken over by Russia.  
Antonina, along with the other Polish ladies were listed as a “Scrubber” or 
“Laundress.”  Being recent Polish Catholic immigrants, these were probably the only 
jobs available to them. 



 
Though many of the old customs 

were left behind in Poland after emigration 
to the USA, the selection of godparents 
was still important.  They were chosen to 
make sure children had someone watching 
out for them as they grew up and to step in 
as a parent if the necessity arose.  As you 
can see from Raymond Fortenberry’s 
records, Tony Cybulski was chosen as his 
godfather and Raymond’s aunt (Wanda’s 
sister) Regina Werbicki was his godmother.  
This is the Tony mentioned in Wanda’s 
story.  He was the son of Wanda’s Great 
Uncle Stanley Cybulski and therefore her 
first cousin once removed.  
 
 
 

Several pictures have been identified 
related to Raymond Fortenberry’s baptism.  To 
the right is a picture taken on April 15, 1945 of 
Anthony Cybulski and Regina Werbicki holding 
Raymond.  On this day, Raymond was baptized 
at Our Lady of Consolation Roman Catholic 
Church.  Since World War II was not over yet 
and Adrian was still in the Navy, Wanda was 
living with her parents at 146 North 4th Street in 
Brooklyn which is where these pictures were 
taken.   Raymond was born in New York at the 
Brooklyn Naval Hospital. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Above is another picture taken on the day Raymond Fortenberry was baptized.  Left to 
right, Regina Werbicki, Tony Cybulski, Jennie Cybulski (Tony’s wife), and the older lady 
is unknown.    In the far right of the picture may be Pauline Werbicki and Wanda. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adrian with Jennie Cybulski Tony Cybulski with his three daughters (Joan, 
Marion, and Frances), unknown lady.  


